P/ 35 te 17 
SOME REMARKS 


_ ON THE 


BRITISH CONSTITUTION; 


 Interſperſed with OBSERVATIONS on the Charafters and Deſigns | 


of the MODERN REFORMERS, | 
Of MANCHESTER and its NEIGHBOURHOOD, 
By an INHABITANT of SALFORD. 


13 member of ſociety is moſt powerfully called upon, at 


this Important Criſis, to ſtep forward to ſupport thoſe laws, and 
that form of government, by which this countty has ariſen to ſuch a 
degree of Commercial Conſequence as has defuſed happineſs and 
comfort to every individual, who by honeſt induſtry has a juſt claim 
to thoſe incſtimable bleſſings. 


Impelled by thoſe conſiderations, and convinced that we live un- 
der a Conſtitution that has afforded protection to the ſubjeR, and ſe- 
cured the liberties and the rights of all, I am induced to ſtep forward 
as an Engliſhman, a friend to of the ſubjeR, and an ad- 
mirer of the ſacred conſtitution of our conntry, to offer a few remarks, 
and to ſtate ſuch plain facts to my neighbours, as the exigencies of the 
moment and the preſent alarming Fate of public affairs ſeem to 


warrant, 


I addreſs myſelf to all Orders of Society; to the poor us well s 


to the rich, to the mechanic, who, under the protection of the laws, 
lives happily and peaceably with his family, and to the merebant and 
tradeſman, who by their exertions and enterprize have found out 
channels for the conſumption of our manufaRures through every part 
of the globe, and have raiſed e wealth and conſequence of this 
neighbourhood in particular, to ſuch magnitude, as 22 
envy and aſtoniſhment of all Europe. 


Exclisnuzx! 
By the arts of turbulent, bacio, and ſeditious men, 
THE CONSTITUTION OF YOUR COUNTRY 18 
ENDANGERED! 


That Cenfitation which has been the Teſt of Iime—which has pte- 


+ 
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ſetved the Liberty protected the Property —encoutaged the Trade, 


Navigation, and Commerce of a proſperous people, and raiſed this 
happy country to the higheſt pitch of conſequence, wealth, and dig- 


nity in the ſcale of nations. 


The Conſtitution of Great Britain, compoſed of King, Lords, and 
Commons, as eflabliſhed by the Glorious Revolution of 1688 but 
for the origin of which we mult retrace the Engliſh Hiſtory of re- 
mote periods, even before the Inſtitution of Magna Charta) retains 


to this day, its original ſpirit and force —It has given us Laws that 


have ſecured the property of the ſubjeR, and preſerved the dignity pf 
the Crown; and though abuſes may have crept into ſome branches of 
the Conſtitution, we have no reaſon to doubt of its ability to reform 


itſelf—But I do not mean here to enlarge on our Conſtitution, 


taking it for granted, that every well-wiſher to his country is already 
convinced, that it is particularly adapted to diffuſe innumerable blefiings 


to the eee at 


If all men were virtuous, we ſhould have no need of government or 
laws — but we all know how far this is from being the caſe every 


maſter of a family knows how neceſſary /abordinetion is, even in that 
-confined circle ; how much greater then muſt that neceſſity be in the 


Government of Kingdoms ?—Power muſt be veſted ſomewhere, and 
that Power muſt have efficacy. The executive government of the 
kingdom muſt have ſupport, and that ſupport derives its ſtability from 
the community, at latge; and here as members of that community we 


ate now called upon to ſtep forward for the protection of our Laws, 
which are in danger —of our Property which is threatened with inva- 
ſion and of our Conſtitution which is attempted to be ſubverted— 


and all theſe evils agitated by artful, and deſigning men, under the 
ſpecious pretext of REFORM, 


We all know with what induſtry, miſchievous and ſeditious publica- 
tions have been circulated in this part of the country, and amongſt 
the working and lower order of people in particular, who have not 
opportunity in general to know the object and end of thoſe deſigning 
men, who uſe ſpecious language and high ſounding words, ſuch as 


LIBERTY, EQUALITY, RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE, 


Let 


1 


Let us look a little into thoſe men their profeſſions and preten- 
ſions. In this neighbourhood we have ſuch men men, by whom the 
tranquillity of the country is much endangered—who profeſs to be the 
friends of the labouring people in particular, but who are their real 
enemies; and who are the more dangerous from having the ability, as 
well as the inclination to miſlead the multitude. Men, who never 
alk all they want—who always have a mental Reſervation. Sticklers 
for univerſal Liberty, though Tyrants in their own Families. Such i is 
the true character of the men who are to reform the ſtate. Unfortu- 
nately for this country we have ſuch people in our neighbourhood, who 
form the prominent characters, becauſe they can write books, pamph- 
lets, and paragraphs in newſpapers. 


"a will be known that I allude here to particular characters ſuffici- 
ently notorious to make it unneceſſary to mention their names; but 
we know ſome of them to be people in buſineſs, and who have riſen 
to opulence under the protection of thoſe very laws, that they are now 
taking ſo much pains to ſubyert, and that ſame government they wiſh 
to annihilate, We will naturally ſay, what end can ſuch people have 
in view? if they have property at ſtake, why endanger it ?— 
What their ultimate object, or their perſonal advantage may be, ſeems 
not at preſent eaſy to determine; but wE know to what great lengthy, 
ambition, and the deſire of popularity will carry ſome men—the for- 
mer paſſion will doubtleſs be amply gratified, if the parties ſhould ob- 
tain a ſeat in the National Convention, which one of theſe patriotic gen- 
tlemen has exultingly predicted will be conyened in this Kingdom in a 
very ſhort time they may alſo deceive themſelves with the hopes of 
acquiring a popularity chat may protect theic property in caſe. of a 

general ſcramble and confulicn, 


If we take a more extenſive view of theſe general Reſormers, we 
ſhall find them people of deſperate fortunes men who having nothing 
to loſe, have nothing at ſtake, and who may chance to pick up ſome- 

thing in the confuſion. Theſe men rem nd us of thoſe gentry who 
juſtle you in the {trects, that they may attract your attention, whilſt 
their companions are picking your pockets ; or of thoſe incendiaries 
who ſet fire to a houſe that they may plunder the ſufferers—Such are 
a number of the charaQters ot the buſtlers in your Reforming Socie- 
ties—Such, Britons, ate the men who aſpire to be your Legiſlators ! 

But 
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Bot I feel defirous that it ſhould here be underſtood, that I am by no 
means an enemy to a conſtitutional, rational, and well-timed Reform ; 
nor do I deny that abuſes have crept into the State that require inveſ- 
tigation and amendment—but thoſe appear not to be of that crying 
nature that carry deſtruction in their train, and that require the exer- 
tions of the people to overthrow a tyrannical power, founded upon the 
ſubverſion of the juſt Rights of the People.—No, ſo far is that from 
being the caſe in this country, that the rights 'of the people have al- 
ways been, and till remain, inviolable —Injuſtice feels the power of 
the law, and protection is afforded to the perſons and property of all 
deſcriptions of men. 


The Revolution of France is often adverted to, and compariſons 
drawn between the former ſtate of that miſerable people, groaning 
under the fetters of arbitrary power, and this happy nation enjoying 
the ſweets of Liberty under the protection of the laws. In France 
they were in a deſperate ſituation, with a deſpotic government and ex- 
Be. hauſted finances—any change to them muſt be for the better--2hey 
ver Slaves, 


Isa England we are enjoying the ſolid advantages of Liberty and 
Plenty, ſecured to us by the induſtry of the people, and the exten ſion 
of our commerce and manufaQtures--by any ſpeculative Reform we 
| have much to loſe and but little to gain; the national income exceeds 
the expenditure, and the taxes though heavy, are by no means oppreſ- 
ſive—the nation is wealthy, and Eng/;/men are free. 


The inhabitants of Mancheſter and Salford are called upon particu- 
larly to ſtand forward on this occaſion, to avow their ſentiments, their 
attachment to their King and Country, and their veneration for the 
preſent eſtabliſhment of the Conſtitution in Church and State. We 
are, I ſay, particularly called upon, becauſe an idea is very improperly 
gone abroad, that we are not well affected to the preſent government, 
and that the common people are ſeditious and ripe for revolt. This 
opinion is prevalent, becauſe a number of ſeditious writings have been 
publiſhed in theſe towns, and we ſuffer, if not encourage, a Newſpaper - 
that weekly vomits forth moſt infamous and diabolical ſentiments, 
tending to diſturb the peace of ſociety, and to excite diſſaffection, tu · 
mult and revolt—Shame on it, that the Liberty of the Preſs ſhould 
thus degenerate into licentiouſneſs ! Ic 


£228 . 
It is highly to the credit of the towns of Manchefter and Salford, 
that they are at this moment ſo zealouſly aſſerting their true principler, 
which are thoſe of Loyalty to their King, and Attachment to the 
Conſtitution. We all know how peaceably and orderly the iahabitanta 
of theſe towns, as well as the neighbouring couutry, have always con- 
duced themſelves, and I doubt not, but the active meaſures that are 
now purſuing, will inſure to us the continuance of that tranquillity fo 
neceſſary for the welfare of a manufacturing neighbourhood. 


Having ſpoken of the Ms x whoſe ſeditious principles. have ſo 
much endangered the peace of ſociety ; let us take a ſhort Review of 
their favourite Torics, and the ſpecious arguments by which they 
attempt to miſlead that part of mankind who have not opportunity to 
inveſtigate into the wHoLE TRUTH; and that till greater part of 
the multitude who will not take the trouble of thinking for them- 
ſelves. 


Weall know how eaſy it is to alarm an Engliſhman when his Liber- 
ty is repreſented as in danger—give the alarm of fire in the town of 
Mancheſter, and the inhabitants are immediately confuſedly alarmed, 
and running to and fro, anxious for the preſervation of their own or 
their neighbour's property—when the alarm is found to be falſe, the 
diſturbers of the quiet of the town are execrated. The alarm which 
our modern Reformers ſound in the public ear, is equally calculated 
to create confuſion, but unfortunately the falſity of it, is not ſo ſoon 
to be aſcertained, 


We have but the ſhadow of Liberty, ſay theſe unconflitutimalifts— 
we are mocked with a repreſentation—we are overburthened with 
taxes—the poor are oppreſſed, and the country is ruined ! Need I com- 
bat theſe futile declamations ! Does not every Engliſhman feel that he is 
in the actual poſſeſſion of Liberty; awe want not the liberty of licentiamſueſi 
e claim not the right of doing wrong. No man in this country can 
infringe upon the property of his neighbour with impunity ; thoſe laws 

that protect the property of the ſubjeR, can avenge the injured, and 
puniſh the criminal—Who then ſhall perſuade us that we are in Fetters, 
avhen aue feel that we are free ? | 


( 
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What does the new- born ſyſtem of Equality hold forth? The total 
fubverſion of the true Rights of Man—the levelling of diſtinctions, 
and the plundering of property! even that propert y which. the hand of 
induſtry has accumulated by the labour and anxiety of a whole lite, 
and now, appropriated to rendering age reſpectable, and to the ſupport 
and eftabliſhment of every thing that is near and dear to us—our wives. 

and families Where is the ſtimulus to honeſt induſtry ? and where is 
the mechanic to find employment? our manufactures are at an end, 
and our trade deftroyed, if property is not /acred and inviclable, I will 
not ſay that our Reformers date avow this ſ yſtem at preſent, but 
their opinions and arguments tend to fpread ſuch doctrines, and they 
will ſacrifice any thing to the ſentiments of even the ſcum of ſociety ; 
and in order to induce a banditti to attack the National Tranquillity, 


they hold out the hopes of the 2 of the ar 0am 


The induftrious bene * are moſt valuable 8 of 0. 

» ciety—they deſerve every encouragement, and that encouragement 
they very amply experience in this neighbourhood ; they too have 
much to loſe—ſome of them have property, the earnings of induftry— 
ſome of them have wives, families and connections, and all have their 
employment, and the means of their ſupport at ſtake. The poor man's 
little comforts are as dear to him, as tht more ſplendid acquiſitions of 
the rich. But it is not amongſt the induftrious workmen that ſediti- 

- ous men hope to raiſe Tumult and Inſurrection, but from the drunken, 
the idle, and the profligate; but they hope by their arguments to 
miſlead a part of the well-difpoſed, and to lull others into an imagin- 
ary ſecurity ; for they know that moderate men always hold back in 
the ſame proportion, that the turbulent are ever forward for riot, and 


defirous of novelty and change. 
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Equal Rights and Equal Priv ileges are already hat to all orders 
of ſociety ; a path is open for honeſt induſtry to rife to wealth, im- 
partance, and reſpectability; we need only caft our eyes around us in 
any part of this neighbourhood, to be convinced of this truth ; the 
towns of Mancheſter and Salford afford us innumerable inſtances of 
manufaRurers and tr2deſmen who have attained to the height of con- 
ſequence and reſpectability by induſtry alone, unaided by wealth. 


Shall 


375 

Shall we then, my Countrymen, ſuffer theſe proſpects to be deſtroy- 
and theſe hopes to be blighted by Factious and Seditious Men ?— 
'VIPERS CHERISHED IN+ THE BO8OM OF OUR 'COUNTRY THAT 
MAY CONSUME HER VITALS! No, we will obey the call of the 
Legiſlature we will aſſiſt Government in bringing theſe incendiaries 
to Juſtice—we will unmaſk their deſigns, and expoſe them in their true 
.Colours—we will ſhew that loyalty to our King, and Attachment to 
our Conſtitution which has hitherto digaified the Britiſh Nation—we 
will have NO REPUBLICANS—NO LEVELLERS. 


'The Proſperity of Britain can only be interrupted by Internal Com- 
motion—we have nothing to fear from External Enemies, even were 
Europe united againſt us our ſeamen are hearts of oak, and will 
protect our coaſts from inſult ; and our ſoldiers (notwithſtanding the 
treaſonable. attempts that have been made to W them) are * 


to their King, and will do their duty. 


But before I conclude, I wiſh to ſay a few words more of thoſe 
Men who have occaſioned the preſent alarm in this Kingdom PER- 
SEVERANCE is their Motto be not lulled into an imaginary ſe- 
curity! they will ſay all this alarm was unneceſſaty that the king- 
dom is in no danger that it the State wants no Reform, why fear an 
enquiry into the abuſes of it? Yo ſuch arguments I will only at pre- 
ſent reply Let u unhallowed hand touch the ſacred Fabric of our Conſli- 
zution ; built and eſtabliſhed by the wiſdom of ages, we have lived 
happily under its protection, and why change a certainty for an un- 


certainty ? 


Societies are now formed in this town and neighbourhood for the 
preſervation of peace, and the protection of property againſt all Diſ- 
turbers and Innovaters ; and it is the duty of every good ſubject to 
lend his aſſiſtance, either by giving intereſting information, or by any 
other method that may tend to thoſe deſirable objects. 


It ſeems moſt probable that the Ringleaders of Sedition, ſeeing that 
the public ſentiment is ſo decidedly (and to them unexpectedly) againſt 
them, will for the preſent relax in their exertions in diſſeminating their 
opinions, and when they think the ſtorm a little blown over, and the 
general' fears ſubſided, they will again artfully introduce their in- 
flammatory maxims, But 


(8) 


"Dad fot ee, e friends, watch this Hydra: of Sedition, and cruſh 
every attempt it may make to riſe again—Prevention is better that cure. 


Thus have I endeavoured to throw together ſuch Reflections and 
Remarks as my zeal for the public peace, my loyalty to my Sovereign, 
and attachment to the Conſtitution of my country, have induced me 
to think of importance at this criſis. 


Lam of no party—have no end in view--no object to attain, that 
I not equally the intereſt of every individual member of ſeciety. 


| If by thus addrefing my fellow ſubjefts, I in the ſmalleſt degree 
contribute to counteraR the arts and ſeditious efforts of deſigning 
meu, my object is compleat, and I ſhall feel myſelf happy in having 


diſcharged my duty as 
AN INHABITANT OF SALFORD. 
N 21ff, 1793. TS 
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